Staphylococcal necrotizing fasciitis in the mammary region in childhood: a report of five cases.
Necrotizing fasciitis is a highly lethal soft tissue infection rarely reported in childhood. The initiating site is usually a local trauma or a surgical wound. We observed five cases of necrotizing fasciitis the initiating site for which was the mammary region and discuss their management. We describe these five patients and review the clinical characteristics of their presentation. Staphylococcal necrotizing fasciitis was observed in the mammary region in all five cases. Four children were newborn infants with a mammitis preceding the onset of necrotizing fasciitis. Surgical débridement was done only after the fourth day from onset of illness. All children were discharged in good condition after 1 month. Two have been followed until puberty, with destruction of the mammary gland in one case and good development in the other one. Mammitis may be the initiating event for necrotizing fasciitis in neonates. Necrotizing fasciitis is a life-threatening disease; patients require early intensive care, parenteral antibiotic therapy, and surgical débridement. In a few instances surgery can be carefully delayed until the necrotic area is more delineated if the condition is diagnosed early during disease evolution and appropriate treatment is instituted in intensive care units.